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CLAIMS : 

1-6. Cancelled. 

7. (Currently Amended) A battery storage apparatus comprising a housing, said 
housing comprising: 

(a) a first non-conductive sleeve having an open end, a c l os e d terminal end, and a 
substantially constant cross section along its entire length from the open end to the 
c losed terminal end, said first sleeve dimensioned to conform closely to and receive 
a first end of a battery of known d i m e ns i ons , the length of said first sleeve being 
shorter than the length of said battery, thereby allowing an exposed end of said 
battery to extend from said first sleeve when said battery is inserted therein, said first 
sleeve adapted to snuqqly fit over an inserted portion of said battery ; 

(b) a second non-conductive sleeve having an open end, a c l os e d terminal end, and 
a substantially constant cross section along its entire length from the open end to the 
c l osed terminal end, said second sleeve being dimensioned to conform closely to 
and receive the exposed end of said battery of known d i m e ns i ons , the length of said 
second sleeve being less than or equal to the length of said exposed end of said 
battery, said second sleeve adapted to snuqqly fit over at least a portion of said 
exposed end of said battery approx i mat el y th e le ngth of sa i d expos e d batt e ry ; 

and 

(c) said first sleeve and said second sleeve being in a non-sealed relationship with 
each other when said battery is inserted therein whoroin sa i d battorv storag e 
apparatus al l ows rotr i ova l of said battery for r e mova l from th o batt e ry storag e 
apparatus, for us e i n a d e v i c e r e qu i r i ng batt e r ie s . 

8. (Currently Amended) The battery storage apparatus of claim 7, wherein 

(a) a first non-conductive sleeve defines more than one cavity, each cavity having an 
open end, a clos e d terminal end, and a substantially constant cross section along its 
entire length from the open end to the c l os o d terminal end, each of said cavities 
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being dimensioned to conform closely to and receive a battery of known d i m e ns i ons , 
the length of said first sleeve being shorter than the length of said battery, thereby 
allowing an exposed end of said battery to extend from said first sleeve when said 
battery is inserted therein, said first sleeve adapted to snuggly fit over said inserted 
portion of said battery ; and 

(b) a second non-conductive sleeve defines more than one cavity, each cavity with 
an open end, a c l os e d terminal end, and a substantially constant cross section along 
its entire length from the open end to the c l os e d terminal end, said second sleeve 
being dimensioned to conform closely to and receive the exposed end of said 
battery of known d i m e ns i ons , the length of said second sleeve being less than or 
egual to the length of said exposed end of said battery, said second sleeve adapted 
to snuggly fit over at least a portion of said exposed end of said battery 
approx i mat el y th o l ength of sa i d o xposod batt e ry or batt o r io s ; 

and 

(c) said first sleeve and said second sleeve being in a non-sealed relationship with 
each other when the battery is inserted therein. 

9. (Currently Amended) The battery storage apparatus of claim 7, wherein the 
terminal end of the first sleeve defines at least one aperture large enough for air to 
pass through while a battery is being inserted or removed from said cavity, and the 
terminal end of the second sleeve defines at least one aperture large enough for air 
to pass through while a battery is being inserted or removed from said cavity, 
wherein each aperture is adapted to substantially prevent conductive items from 
contacting the terminals on said battery allows o as io r i ns e rt i on and r e mova l of th o 

10. (Currently Amended) The battery storage apparatus of claim 8, wherein the 
terminal ends of the first sleeve define at least one aperture large enough for air to 
pass through while a battery is being inserted or removed from said cavity, and the 
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terminal ends of the second sleeve define at least one aperture large enough for air 
to pass through while a battery is being inserted or removed from said cavity, 
wherein each aperture is adapted to substantially prevent conductive items from 
contacting the terminals on said battery allows e asi e r ins e rtion and r e moval of th e 
batt e ri e s. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The battery storage apparatus of claim 9, wherein said 
aperture has a diameter smaller than a diameter of a battery terminal, thereby 
impeding contact of conductive items with a battery terminal to pr e v e nt acc i d e ntal 
discharge . 

12. (Currently Amended) The battery storage apparatus of claim 10, wherein said 
aperture has a diameter smaller than a diameter of a battery terminal, thereby 
impeding contact of conductive items with a battery terminal to pr e vent accidontal 
discharge . 

13. (Currently Amended) The battery storage apparatus of claim 7, wherein the battery 
or batteries are accessible to a user for any purpos e. 

14. (Currently Amended) A battery storage apparatus comprising a housing, said 
housing comprising: 

a non-conductive sleeve having an open end, a c l osed terminal end, and a 
substantially constant cross section along its entire length from the open end to the 
clos e d terminal end, said sleeve dimensioned to conform closely to and receive a 
battery of known d i m o ns i ons , said sleeve adapted to snuqqly fit over an inserted 
portion of said battery, the length of said sleeve being substantially the same length 
of said battery, wherein said battery storage apparatus allows immediate retrieval of 
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said battery. 

15. (Currently Amended) A battery storage apparatus comprising a housing, said 
housing comprising: 

(a) a first non-conductive sleeve having an open end, a c l os e d terminal end, and a 
substantially constant cross section along its entire length from the open end to the 
clos e d terminal end, said first sleeve dimensioned to conform closely to and receive 
a battery of known dim e ns i ons , the length of said first sleeve being shorter than the 
length of said battery, thereby allowing an exposed end of said battery to extend 
from said first sleeve when said battery is inserted therein, said first sleeve adapted 
to snuqqlv fit over an inserted portion of said battery ; 

(b) a second non-conductive sleeve having an open end, a c l osod terminal end, and 
a substantially constant cross section along its entire length from the open end to the 
c l osed terminal end, said second sleeve being dimensioned to conform closely to 
and receive the exposed end of said battery of known d i monsions , the length of said 
second sleeve being shorter than the length of said battery, said second sleeve 
adapted to snuqqlv fit over at least a portion of said exposed portion of said battery ; 
and 

(c) wherein said first sleeve and said second sleeve being in a non-sealed 
relationship with each other when the battery is inserted therein said battorv storage 
apparatus a ll ows retrieva l of said battery for removal from tho battery storage 
apparatus, for uso i n a d e v i ce r e quir i ng batt e ries . 

16. (Currently Amended) The battery storage apparatus of claim 14, wherein 

a non-conductive sleeve defines more than one cavity, each cavity having an open 
end, a closed terminal end, and a substantially constant cross section along its 
entire length from the open end to the closed terminal end, each of said cavities 
being dimensioned to conform closely to and receive a battery of known d i m o nsions , 
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the length of said sleeve being substantially the length of said battery. 

1 7. (Currently Amended) The battery storage apparatus of claim 15 44, wherein 

(a) the first non-conductive sleeve defines more than one cavity, each cavity having 
an open end, a c l os e d terminal end, and a substantially constant cross section along 
its entire length from the open end to the c l os e d terminal end, each of said cavities 
being dimensioned to conform closely to and receive a battery of known dimons i ons , 
the length of said first sleeve being shorter than the length of said battery thereby 
allowing an exposed end of said battery to extend from said first sleeve when said 
battery is inserted therein, said first sleeve adapted to snuqqly fit over an inserted 
portion of said battery ; and 

(b) the second non-conductive sleeve defines more than one cavity, each cavity with 
an open end, a c l osed terminal end, and a substantially constant cross section along 
its entire length from the open end to the c l osed terminal end, said second sleeve 
being dimensioned to conform closely to and receive the exposed end of said 
battery of known d i m o nsions , the length of said second sleeve being shorter than 
the length of said exposed battery or batteries, said second sleeve adapted to 
snuqqly fit over at least a portion of said exposed portion of said battery . 

1 8. (Currently Amended) The battery storage apparatus of claim 1 6, wherein the 
terminal end of the sleeve defines at least one aperture large enough for air to pass 
through, wherein each aperture is adapted to substantially prevent conductive items 
from contacting the terminals on said battery allows oas i or i nsert i on of th e batt e ry . 

19. (Currently Amended) The battery storage apparatus of claim 15, wherein the 
terminal ends of the first sleeve define at least one aperture large enough for air to 
pass through and the terminal ends of the second sleeve define at least one 
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aperture large enough for air to pass through, wherein each aperture is adapted to 
substantially prevent conductive items from contacting the terminals on said battery 
a ll ows e as ie r i ns e rtion of th e batt e r ie s . 

20. (Currently Amended) The battery storage apparatus of claim 18, wherein said 
aperture has a diameter smaller than a diameter of a battery terminal, thereby 
impeding contact with a battery terminal to pr e v e nt acc i d e nta l d i scharg e. 

21 . (Currently Amended) The battery storage apparatus of claim 19, wherein said 
aperture has a diameter smaller than a diameter of a battery terminal thereby 
impeding contact with a battery terminal to pr o v o nt acc i denta l discharge . 

22. (Currently Amended) The battery storage apparatus of claim 15, wherein the battery 
or batteries are accessible to a user for a ny purpose . 
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